
 

 

 
7 May 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We are now in our sixth week on online learning. I hope that following on from last week’s letters, students 
are able to apply a more structured approach to their online learning. 
 
Thank you for completing the work log. It was good to see how much students have managed to achieve 
and how hard they are working. Once again, if could you please complete the work log for this week by 
Sunday it would be greatly appreciated. The link to the work log is: 
http://sandwellacademy.com/page/work-log 
 
If you have any difficulties filling in the form or require support for any IT issues, please email: 
support@sandwellacademy.com 
 
The Brilliant Club 

Twelve Year 10 students have been taking part in The Brilliant Club programme, which started with them 
visiting Warwick University back in January. Since then they have attended weekly tutorial sessions with 
their assigned PhD tutor, leading up to them completing a 'university style' assignment, which they 
submitted before Easter. The assignment they completed had a Humanities focus, whilst also looking at 
their essay writing skills to develop their English Language. Students studied Model Villages from the 
Victorian era in the UK (Bournville) and Italy (The Leumann Village). Students were required to study and 
subsequently produce work at a level above GCSE, and were to be graded using university levels (1st, 
2.1, 2.2 and 3rd).  

Last week students received their grades back from their PhD tutor and all twelve students should be 
exceptionally proud of themselves, with all students completing work to an impressive standard. All 
students achieved either a 1st, 2.1 or 2.2 grade, which is outstanding and should give them a confidence 
boost to realise their potential and capabilities for the future as they approach their GCSE exams. The 
students involved in the programme are Conner Watton, Chloe Preece, Isabella Dempter, Grace 
Thomas, Lilly Lomax, Ryan Kelly, Gurdeep Sidhu, Hollie Vanes, Success Eboye, Rachael Adewale, Jacob 
Ram and Jaskiran Matharu. The success of this programme is down to their commitment to the course 
and the hard work involved. These grades are fantastic especially considering the current situation even 
better. The staff at Sandwell Academy could not be any more proud of the twelve students. A special 
mention goes to Hollie Vanes who achieved a 1st in her assignment, with the highest grade in the group. 
Students are now in the process of completing their final questionnaires on completion of the course and 
are waiting to find out which university they will go to for their graduation trip and ceremony later in the 
year. Well done to all involved. 

Careers – Year 12 
 
UCAS applications will open at the end of May. To help students begin to prepare their applications, all 
Year 12 students should have registered for the UCAS webinar taking place on Thursday 14 May at 11am. 
This is just for students of Sandwell Academy and will be delivered by Newman University. This will provide 
students with an overview on how to begin to write the best statement for their UCAS application over the 
summer in preparation for September.  
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-write-an-effective-personal-statement-webinar-sandwell-academy-
14-may-2020-11am-tickets-103114769050 
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Star Student - Jake Millard 
This week’s Star Student is Jake Millard in Year 9.  Jake has impressed Mr Smith with the effort he is 
putting into his independent History home learning tasks, as he is completing his work very thoroughly.  Mr 
Smith is impressed with the standard and length of Jake’s work as well as the additional exam style 
questions Jake has been completing.  In addition, Jake received a second teacher nomination this week 
from his Business Studies teacher Miss Brookes who is has commended his diligence in sending in every 
task set on the Online Curriculum on time and to a super level of detail.  Super effort Jake getting a double 
nomination! 
 
Finally, the staff at the Academy have created a video for the students. Please let you child know that 
they can access the video at the link below, using their username and password: 
 
http://video.sandwellacademy.com/View.aspx?id=7418~4u~vD7dUIN6 
 
I would like to thank you all for your continued support in these challenging times. I wish a restful and 
enjoyable Bank Holiday weekend. 
 
 
Mr Williams 
Headteacher 
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